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The Alley is home to a number of tourist sites, 
entertainment attractions and local businesses, 
including West & Main, Modern Methods Brewing 
Company, the Raymond John Wean Foundation, 
The Shortcut, Beautiful Whirl‘d, Chine Box Tattoos 
and the World‘s Largest Drumsticks
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To Whom
It May Concern

It is with great excitement that we are reaching 
out to you as a potential partner for the 
revitalization of Dave Grohl Alley. Dave Grohl 
Alley, one block south of Courthouse Square in 
Downtown Warren, has been a long-standing 
anchor to the redevelopment of downtown. 
The Alley is home to a number of tourist 
sites, entertainment attractions and local 
businesses, including West and Main, Modern 
Methods Brewing Company, the Raymond John 
Wean Foundation, The Shortcut, Beautiful 
Whrl’d, Chine Box Tattoos and the World’s 
Largest Drumsticks. Local art work and the 
Drumsticks have been one of many permanent 
features in the Alley since its 2009 dedication. 
The dedication included Dave Grohl receiving a 
key to the city and playing a free concert at the 
Warren Amphitheater. While the Alley has been 
upkept by the Dave Grohl Alley Committee 
(DGAC), it is in dire need of a facelift to improve 
the façade and bill it as a tourist destination. 
With this, we plan to create an outdoor art 
gallery, a participatory mural project, green 
infrastructure, benches, interactive sculptures 
and other features that will assist in the 
revival of the Alley. In addition, we are looking 
to rebrand the Alley and eventually create 
marketing materials, signage and sponsor 

billboards to promote the Alley, Dave Grohl and 
the investment and efforts that have created 
the Alley. 

The DGAC has led the charge in preserving the 
Alley as an arts, tourism, and entertainment 
destination for travelers and residents alike. 
This small group of dedicated volunteers, 
including downtown business owners and 
residents, have worked tirelessly to further 
these efforts through events, fundraising, 
and volunteering their time and efforts to the 
beautification of the Alley.
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About the 
Alley.

The Alley has proven to be a positive feature for 
the economic development and revitalization 
in downtown since August of 2009 and a 
number of private residents and nonprofit 
groups have made that connection. The alley is 
adorned with art work curated by Trumbull Art 
Gallery and the Fine Arts Council of Trumbull 
County, who have been involved with the Alley 
since its inception, and continues to work with 
groups to install new works of art. The two arts 
organizations, in partnership with the DGAC, 
have held a number of art events in the Alley to 
promote local artists including a benefit where 
hundreds of Warren residents and artist came 
to the Alley to repair art installations that were 
vandalized. The DGAC installed string lighting 
throughout the Alley to improve lighting and 
safety and more recently installed interactive 
LED lights in one portion of the Alley. The 

Raymond John Wean Foundation (RJWF), whose 
back door and parking lot are in the Alley, has 
invested in the beautification of their parking lot 
including the installation of landscaping beds, 
beautiful vegetation, and fencing along their 
parking lot. The RJWF continues to invest in the 
Alley, hiring TNP in 2018 to maintain their parking 
lot and surrounding areas throughout the 
summer to ensure the area remains clean and 
free of litter. The DGAC is currently in discussions 
with city officials to further these efforts, creating 
a clean and welcoming environment for visitors 
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Tourist
Attraction

Many photographs have been taken of the 
drumsticks which have been posted and 
reposted on social media, giving a positive 
image of Warren and sparking more interest 
for people to visit our community. The Alley 
has appeared in Rolling Stone Magazine, 
RoadsideAmerica.com, AtlasObscura.com, 
The Hollywood Reporter, OhioWins.com, 
onlyinyourstate.com, and is a question on the 
long-running quiz show Jeopardy. Recently, 
a Danish documentary crew visited the alley 
to interview individuals about the alley for a 
documentary they are working on about legacy 
cities like Warren. With the recent induction of 
Dave Grohl to the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, we 
see a need to make improvements to the Alley to 
preserve his legacy and share the inspirational 
story of his roots in Warren. The revitalization 
of the Alley and working to promote the Alley 
will drive more tourism to the area, which will 
be a needed economic boost for the City.
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What We Are 
Seeking

All donations are tax-
deductible as the 
DGAC holds a fiscal 
relationship with 
Trumbull Neighborhood 
Partnership, a 501c3 
non-profit charitable 
organization. Donors 
will receive a receipt 
of their donation, be 
it monetary or in-kind 
services.  

All efforts to date have all been privately 
funded through local investment and we 
hope to continue our efforts through larger 
fundraising efforts. Currently the DGAC is 
seeking to raise $60,500 in total to perform 
the revitalization efforts mentioned above 
and the budget attached. This will be a multi-
year project and can be scaled as funding is 
secured. The additional resources will allow for 
the continuance of the economic and tourism 
benefits received by the Alley. Any funders of 
the Alley will be memorialized in the Alley as 
such. 

If you need further information regarding this 
needed work, please contact Shawn Carvin, 
Chairman, Dave Grohl Alley Committee, at 330-
979-9594.

Thank you for your time and consideration and 
we look forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely,

Shawn Carvin
Shawn Carvin
Chairman,
Dave Grohl Alley Committee
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Total
$81,500

Current
Funds Raised
$5,000

Total Request
$76,500

$15,000
Rebranding / 
Marketing Materials

Working with local 
marketing professionals 
to rebranding the alley 
and creating marketing 
materials to distribute 
throughout the region.

$20,000
Mural

$15,000
Sculptures

$10,500
Planters

Large cohesive mural that 
will assist in branding 
and make the Alley more 
visually appealing. This 
would be a participatory 
mural where the 
community is able to vote 
on the mural and artists 
would set up days where 
residents can come and 
assist in the painting of 
the mural.

Three interactive 
sculptures throughout 
the Alley.

Installing large artistic 
planters to increase green 
infrastructure in the 
Alley. This would clean 
up the area while also 
providing beautification 
of the existing concrete 
Alley. Planters would be 
constructed and installed 
by local makers / artists.

$1,500
Plant
Materials

Plant materials for the 
planters. $5,000

Benches
and Tables

$7,500
Billboards

$3,000
Highway
Signage

Constructing benches 
and tables to install 
throughout the alley 
without impeding on 
the roadway. This would 
make the Alley more 
pedestrian friendly.

Purchasing billboards in 
strategic locations to try 
to increase usage and 
traffic in the Alley.

Installing tourism signs 
along I-80, St. Rt. 422 and 
throughout the city to 
increase tourism.

$1,500
Outdoor
Art Gallery

Installation of exterior 
frames to use as an 
outdoor art gallery. The 
frames are purchased 
and we would week out 
local artist interested 
in showing work in the 
gallery.

$2,500
Benches
and Tables

Signage around the Alley 
to assist in identifying 
and branding.



Thank you
for your time.


